
                                        

 
Becky Tennis Hanson graduated from Albert Lea High School in 1970 and from the University of 
Minnesota in 1975, with a BS in Occupational Therapy. After college, she began her career as an 
Occupational Therapist, working for three years in the cardiac rehab department at Abbott 
Northwestern Hospital / Sister Kenny Institute. 
 
Recognizing their heart was in Albert Lea, she and her husband (and classmate), Mick, decided to return 
to the area in 1978.  Because there were no open roles for OTs, Becky reached out to school districts 
and hospitals throughout the southern Minnesota area to make the case for incorporating occupational 
therapy into their system.   
 
In late 1978, she initiated the OT program within Austin Public Schools. She went on to spend 20 years 
working with children of all ages and their families. In 1998, after completing a MS in Special Education: 
Early Education of Exceptional Children, she moved to a new position within the district, serving as the 
teacher and OT for children ages birth through three with developmental challenges. She served in this 
role until 2013, changing the lives of countless families. 
 
After retiring from Austin Public Schools in 2013 but deciding she wasn’t ready to truly retire, she served 
as the first Coordinator for the Region 10 Interagency Early Intervention Committee, working to ensure 
identification of and service provision for young children with developmental challenges.  Becky officially 
retired in 2016 but, with her extensive community involvement – which spanned throughout her 
working career as well – remained as busy as ever, continuing to serve children and families. 
 
Becky’s volunteer portfolio demonstrates her passion for service and love of kids.  

• In 1990, with a number of other area parents, she developed the Academic Booster Club, which 

sponsored the Odyssey of the Mind program for a number of years. 

• She served for 10 years on the Girls Basketball Booster Association, acting as president for four 

years. 

• She served on the Community Education Board, with a term as Chair in 2003, as well as serving 

on the Albert Lea Public Library board, the Blue Zones Faith Committee, the Albert Lea Civic 

Music Board and the Save Our Hospital / Save our Healthcare effort. 

• Continuing her work with early childhood issues, she also served on committees such as the 

Freeborn County THRIVE Initiative and the ACES committee, and volunteered her time at the 

Newborn Clinic. 

 
Becky has been active within Grace Lutheran Church for decades, serving on the Church Council for four 
terms and helping lead various service teams. In addition, she served as the Dean and as Treasurer of 
the Blue Earth River Conference, as well as on the Southeastern Minnesota Synod Council. 
 
Becky enjoys exercising with friends, participating in book clubs, singing with her family, her church choir 
and Cantori, and living in Albert Lea. 
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