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COREY GOODNATURE

CLAsSs 1988

Rank, Service
Chief Warrant Officer 3 CW3, U.S. Army

Veteran of:

U.S. Army Reserve 1991-1992

U.S. Army 1992-2005

War on Terrorism 2001-2005

Afghanistan 2001-2005 (Multiple Deployments, KIA)
Irag 2003-2005 (Multiple Deployments)

Tribute:

Corey Goodnature was born on February 13, 1970, in Albert Lea, Minnesota. He enlisted in the
U.S. Army Reserve on January 25, 1991, and went on active duty beginning on February 6, 1992.
SPC Goodnature completed Airborne training at Fort Benning, Georgia, in March 1992, and
then attended Parachute Rigger school from March to June 1992. His first assignment was as a
parachute rigger with Company C, Support Battalion, 1st Special Warfare Training Group
(Airborne) at the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, from June 1992 until he was selected for the Army Warrant Officer program on
May 1, 1994. After completing Warrant Officer Candidate School at Fort Rucker, Alabama, Sgt
Goodnature was appointed a Warrant Officer in the U.S. Army on June 22, 1994, and then
completed Rotary Wing Aviator training and was designated an Army Aviator at Fort Rucker on
May 3, 1995. His first assignment was as a UH-1 Iroquois pilot with Company C, 2d Battalion of
the 2d Aviation Regiment in South Korea from May 1995 to May 1996, followed by CH-47
Chinook transition training from May to September 1996. CW2 Goodnature served as a CH-47
pilot with Company B, 214th Aviation Regiment of the 524th Corps Support Battalion at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, from May 1996 to October 1998, and then as an MH-47 pilot with
Company B, 3d Battalion of the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) at
Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia, from October 1998 until he was killed in action during Operation
Red Wings in Afghanistan when the MH-47 helicopter he was piloting was shot down by an
enemy rocket-propelled grenade on June 28, 2005. Corey Goodnature was buried at the
Graceland Cemetery in Albert Lea, Minnesota.



His 1st (of 5) Air Medal Citation reads:

For exceptionally meritorious service as a pilot in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Chief
Warrant Officer Three Goodnature served in a critical position within the battalion and

provided the best aviation service to the world's Special Operations Community. He was
instrumental in supporting the United States and Coalition Special Forces in the most
demanding modes of flight in the harshest terrain and environmental conditions in the world.
Chief Warrant Officer Three Goodnature's actions reflect great credit upon himself, this
command and the United States Army.

His Meritorious Service Medal Citation, awarded Posthumously, reads:

For exceptionally meritorious service while assigned to Bravo Company, 3d Battalion, 160th
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne). Chief Warrant Officer Three Goodnature's
superior leadership, extraordinary dedication to duty, and exceptional technical expertise
resulted in an unparalleled record for over 12 years of service to the Nation. His actions are in
keeping with the greatest traditions of the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment
(Airborne), the United States Army Special Operations Command, and the United States Army.

Chief Warrant Officer Corey J. Goodnature of Clarks Grove, Minnesota was a 1988 graduate of
Albert Lea High School where he played football, wrestled and was a pole-vaulter. He attended
the University of Minnesota on an ROTC scholarship but did not graduate, choosing to enlist
instead in the Army in 1991. His elite unit adopted Corey’s silent, unassuming confidence and
called themselves “The Quiet Professionals.” They did their jobs and didn’t really talk about it.

Corey didn’t have to say anything to make his presence felt. He was very humble. He was very
selfless. He served two previous deployments to Afghanistan. Moreover, in spite of the risk, he
always sounded reassuring when he talked with his family.

He last saw his family in March 2005 and a year earlier the family had enjoyed a fishing trip in
Canada the July 4th weekend, as well as on a hunting trip in South Dakota the previous fall.

Corey is survived by his wife Lori and two sons, Shea and Brennan; his parents Don & Debbie
Goodnature of Clarks Grove, MN; and sister Amy Purdy (Ben) of Alden, MN.



