
 
When discussing a student newspaper about bats in my classroom a 
few years ago, one of my first graders told me that one needs to stay 
away from bats because, “you might get ‘gravies’!”  It was fun, 
teachable moments like that that made my life as a teacher a special 
joy. 
  
As a grade school youngster growing up in the suburbs of the Twin Cities, 
I can vividly remember sitting up in a branch of my favorite climbing tree 
and telling myself that I would never become a teacher.  That childhood 
vow would not be kept, however.  Because of my love for children, and 
through the encouragement of a number of people, I chose to go into 
the teaching field.  I am an alumnus of both Crown College (St. 
Bonifacius) where I received my bachelor’s degree in 
preschool/elementary education, and St. Cloud State University, where 

I receive my master’s degree in special education. 
 
I moved to Albert Lea in 1981 for my first teaching job and began a life adventure of teaching for 33 years.  
I taught mostly first grade, along with a seven-year stint teaching special education students in Albert Lea 
school’s K-1 transition room.  I absolutely loved teaching.  What an amazing thing it is to be a part of 
building the lives of children and future adults! 
 
During my entire career, I made it my goal to make learning fun and meaningful for my students, and to 
love, encourage, strengthen, and challenge each child that enters my classroom.  Furthermore, I wanted 
to see academic excellence for all children, and so involved myself significantly at the district level 
throughout my teaching career through building leadership teams, curriculum leader positions, and a 
technology coordinator for my building. 
 
I had the honor of being nominated for Teacher of the Year multiple times throughout my teaching career 
and in 2011 was named Albert Lea Area Schools Teacher of the Year.  I went on to be awarded as a semi-
finalist for the MN State Teacher of the Year in 2012.  In 2015, I had the honor of traveling back to Crown 
College to be named the Alumni Professional of the Year. 
 
Since taking residence in Albert Lea, which I now consider my hometown, I have been involved in several 
community activities throughout the years.  For over 20 years, I was a weekly volunteer mentor and bible 
study leader for local teenagers through Youth for Christ, and helped found The Rock, an area local youth 
center.  I participated in and later led over ten multi-church adult mission trips to Fort Hope, Ontario, a 
remote Ojibwa Indian village in Canada.  In addition, I had the privilege of leading area teenagers on 
mission trips to work with children in both Fort Hope, Canada and in Trinidad, West Indies.  I have also 
been a member of a local 500 card club for many years. 
 
I am currently a member of Grace Christian Church in Albert Lea, where I serve as an elder in the church.  
I am a part time worship leader at Grace as well.  My faith in God is an integral part of my life and who I 
am. 
 
My hobbies include photography, music (I enjoy playing a keyboard and writing music), sketching, dog 
training, reading, and writing.  One of my life goals is to write a historical fiction novel about my great 
grandparents X5 who lived during the Revolutionary War.  I cherish my circle of close friends and family.  
I consider my more than 750 students who have gone through my classroom during my 33 years of 
teaching as my “kids.”  I also have three “fur kids” – a 110-pound Shiloh Shepherd named Colter and two 
Ragdoll cats, Kelchi and Mingo. 
 
My career took a surprising turn in 2015.  I retired from teaching and was elected for the first time as the 
Minnesota State Representative for my area.  It has been so interesting and a real blessing to serve my 
area in this capacity.  In addition to my other committees and functions at the Capitol, I serve on both K-
12 education legislative committees where I can be a part of making a difference in the lives and education 
of children at the state level.  I am now serving my third term as a state legislator. 
 
As a grade school youngster, I said I would never be a teacher.  As a young adult, I said I’d never get 
involved in politics.  I ended up doing both.  If there is one lesson I’ve learned from that, it is to NEVER SAY 
NEVER! 
 
 


