
Orville O. Gilmore was a dedicated teacher throughout his life. He had an 

enquiring mind and deep curiosity, which he passed along to his many 

students, his children, and grandchildren.  He grew up in Freeborn, MN, 

graduating from high school in Freeborn in 1939, then graduating from 

Albert Lea Junior College in 1941. He received a bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Minnesota in 1946, after serving in the Army Air Corps in 

England and France during World War II. He earned a Master’s degree in 

English from the University of Colorado in 1949. He married Alice Burns, 

of Albert Lea, MN in 1945. They were married 69 years. 

A teacher of English and Humanities, “Mr. Gilmore” touched and inspired 

thousands of high school and college students. He taught at Albert Lea 

High School from 1952 to 1968, then taught at Lea College in Albert Lea 

for two years, before moving to Lakewood Community College (now 

Century College) in White Bear Lake, MN in 1970. He taught there until 1981. He always considered the 

students he had at Albert Lea High School “superb” and of high caliber, and he cherished his experience 

creating and establishing a Humanities course. 

Orville received a John Hay Whitney Fellowship to Columbia University in 1955, and moved his young 

family to New York City for a year of study. When he returned to Albert Lea High School, he 

experimented with teaching not from a traditional textbook, but from primary sources such as Plato, 

Sophocles, and Homer, hoping to stimulate students by exposing them to big ideas and developing 

students’ interests and curiosity. His course for seniors was essentially a survey of Art, Music, Literature 

and Philosophy of Western culture. He worked together with Wallace Kennedy and Nicholas Cords to 

develop a two-year Humanities program that included American Studies for juniors. The skills developed 

in these two courses helped many students successfully navigate the transition to college.   

Orville and his wife Alice retired to Gunflint Lake in Northern Minnesota, and eventually settled in 

Cottonwood, AZ in 1993.  

Orville was an avid reader and loved birding, boating, and being outdoors. He and his wife camped and 

traveled through 49 of the 50 states over the years. Both participated in the Cottonwood Public Library 

book discussion group for many years and he was a Yavapai County Master Gardener. He was a very 

talented wood worker, making many beautiful pieces.  

Orville considered teaching a noble profession, and took great pride in his role in broadening the 

perspectives of his students and being part of the legacy of the Humanities courses at Albert Lea High 

School.  

 


