
Born in Naeve Hospital in 1939, Jerry Nelson began life living in Albert 

Lea, but the death of his father necessitated moving to a small farm 

northeast of the city to live with his mother, his grandparents, and two 

bachelor uncles.  His first three years of his education were spent in one-

room country schools in Riceland Township—Crook School district 88 

and Hoidal School district 36.    In fourth grade his family moved back to 

Albert Lea and he was bussed to Oakwood School.  In sixth grade he 

attended Northside School.  He graduated from Albert Lea High School in 

1957.   

Jerry enrolled in Luther College and graduated in 1962 with a major in 

English and minors in German and physical education.  He began his 

career in Decorah, Iowa, teaching junior high English, and a beginner’s 

course in German.  He also coached fresh-soph football and junior high track.  In 1964 he came back to 

his hometown to teach sophomore English and coach sophomore football and assist in  wrestling.  In 

1965 he started a program to teach reluctant learners in English in a team-teaching setting.  Later, he 

began to assist in track and dropped wrestling.  He enjoyed teaching the reluctant learners so much that 

he spent the rest of his career doing so. 

Being a head football coach was always on Jerry’s mind, and in 1970 he accepted the job at Waseca and 

went there to coach football and teach English.  He also was an assistant track coach.  After two seasons 

there he applied for the head coaching job in Albert Lea and was hired after the resignation of Jim 

Gustafson.  The job included assisting the track program. Continuing to teach reluctant learners, he 

teamed with Peter Johnson to start a program called the English-social studies bloc.  Jerry and Peter had 

a class of juniors for two hours where they could earn a credit in both social studies and English.  They 

also had a two-hour bloc of seniors.   

Continuing his education at Mankato State University, Jerry completed a masters degree in secondary 

school admistration and a specialists degree in school administration.  He got a chance to use the 

degrees in 1977.  When Assistant Principal Arnold Hill suffered a stroke, he was hired to replace him for 

the rest of the 1976-1977 school year.  Jerry was offered the job for the next school year and taking it 

meant he had to give up coaching.  Around Thanksgiving time of the 1977-1978 school, Principal Jack 

Edling left to take a superintendent’s job and Jerry found himself principal.   

It was a trying time for the Albert Lea district as falling enrollment meant falling money from the state of 

Minnesota.  The last job Jerry did in his last year in 1980-1981 was prepare the senior high school 

building for the addition of the ninth grade for the 1981-82 school year.  With the addition of the ninth 

grade, the school contained  fewer students than had been in the  school with three grades just four 

years earlier.   

An opportunity in business presented itself in 1981, and Jerry purchased his father-in-law’s independent 

insurance agency and moved to Wittenberg, Wisconsin to run it.  He owned the agency for eight years 

but began to get the itch to get back in the classroom.  In the fall of 1989, he sold the agency and went 

to Antigo, Wisconsin to teach English, coach sophomore football, and assist in track.  In 1991 he was 

hired by the Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District to teach English and assist the varsity in football.  

Eventually He again became a principal and held that job and coached football until his retirement.  

Jerry is married to Andrea (Cowles) Nelson and is retired in Mound, Minnesota.  They have three 

children—Wendy (Jon Mead) in East Bethel, Minnesota, Richard (Leanne) in Beavercreek, Ohio, and Nils 

(Anneke) in Brookings, South Dakota.  They have 10 grandchildren aging from 9 to 30.   

 

 

 

  


